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OHOlvLEY,  March  oIst,  1896. 


TO  THE  OHORLEY  TOWN  COUNCIL. 


Oentlemex, 

I regret  that  I am  unable  to  give  you  as  favourable  a report  of 
thd  Vital  Statistics  obtaining  in  the  Borough  of  Chorley  in  1895  as  I 
could  in  my  Annual  Report  for  the  preceding  year.  The  Birth-rate, 
calculated  upon  an  estimated  population  of  25,200  on  July  1st,  1895, 
was  indeed  somewhat  higher  than  that  of  1894  ; but  the  Death-rate  of 
1895  was  very  considerably  in  excess  of  that  recorded  in  1894. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  1895  was  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-two  (882),  yielding  a rate  of  o5‘00  per  thousand.  The 
Birth-rate  in  1894  was  34‘33  per  thousand,  estimated  from  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven  (847)  Births  registered.  The  Birth-rate 
throughout  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  30*3  per  thousand,  nearly 
live  per  thousand  less  than  that  obtaining  in  Chorley.  Of  the  total 
number  of  Births,  four  hundred  and  fifty-live  (455)  were  males,  and 
four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  (427)  females. 

I have  in  Table  A compared  the  number  of  Births,  Birth-rate 
and  estimated  Population  of  1895,  with  similar  statistics  of  the  live 
preceding  years. 

Table  A. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

ft 

Number  of 
Births. 

Bi]’tli-rate. 

1895 

25,200 

882 

35-00 

1894 

24,700 

847 

34-33 

1893 

24,100 

859 

35-64 

1892 

23,600 

836 

35-00 

1891 

23,160 

800 

34-54 

1 890 

22,800 

741 

32-50 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  1 895  was  six  hundred 
(600).  I calculate  the  Death-rate,  upon  the  same  estimated  population 
of  25,200,  at  23’ 81  per  thousand.  This  is  much  in  excess  of  the  Death- 
rate  of  1894 — 20-40,  estimated  from  the  registration  of  five  hundred 
and  four  (504)  Deaths  during  that  year.  Indeed  the  Death-rate  of 
Chorley  was  higher  in  1895  than  it  has  been  since  1890,  the  first  year 
in  which  Influenza  was  prevalent,  as  you  will  see  from  the  following 
Table  (Table  B). 


Table  B, 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death-rate. 

1895 

25,200 

600 

23*81 

1894 

24,700 

504 

20*40 

1893 

24,100 

561 

23*27 

1892 

23,600 

501 

21*23 

1891 

23,160 

493 

21*28 

1890 

22,800 

599 

26*27 

The  Death-rate  throughout  England  and  AVales  during  1895 
was  18*7  per  thousand.  In  the  preceding  year  it  was  only  16*6,  whilst 
therefore  the  Death-rate  throughout  England  and  Wales  was  2*1  per 
thousand  higher  in  1895  than  in  1894,  the  rate  of  1895  in  Chorley  was 
3*4  per  thousand  in  excess  of  that  of  1894.  Again,  if  the  Death-rate  in 
Chorley  had  been  only  the  average  Death-rate  of  England  and  Wales 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  (128)  fewer  Deaths  would  have  been 
registered  in  your  Borough.  " 


In  order  to  find  out  the  period  of  the  year  in  which  the  increased 
Death-rate  occurred,  I now  give  you,  in  Table  C,  the  number  of  Deaths 
in  each  quarter  of  1895,  and  compare  them  with  the  numbers  in  the 
corresponding  quarters  of  the  five  preceding  years. 


Table  C. 


Year. 

First 

Quarter. 

Second 

Quarter. 

Third 

Quarter. 

Fourth 

Quarter. 

Totals. 

1895 

160 

166 

Ill 

163 

600 

1894 

125 

128 

109 

142 

504 

1893 

109 

98 

175 

179 

561 

1892 

178 

112 

97 

114 

501 

1891 

135 

124 

114 

120 

493 

1890 

183 

142 

109 

165 

599 

4 


The  second  quarter  of  1895  yielded  tlie  g’reatest  nurnher  f)f 
l)eatlis,  and  the  mortality  of  that  Cjuarter  was  not  only  much  in  excess 
over  that  obtaining  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1894,  but  also  over 
the  average  mortality  of  the  five  years,  1890-1894  inclusive.  Tiie 
number  of  Deaths  in  the  first  and  fourth  quarters  of  1895  also 
exceeded  very  considerably  the  numbers  occurring  in  the  corresponding 
(quarters  of  1894  ; but  were  not  so  much  above  the  average  of  the  five 
years,  1890-1894,  as  I have  noted  in  the  second  quarter.  The  third 
(j^uarter  of  1895,  though  yielding  a slight  increased  mortality  over 
1894,  shewed  a fewer  number  of  Deaths  than  the  average  of  the 
quiquennium. 


In  Table  D the  Deaths  are  arranged  under  tlie  AVards  in  whicli 
they  occurred  (those  of  the  inmates  of  the  AA^orkhouse  being  separately 
enumerated),  and  are  compared  with  the  similarly  arranged  statistics 
of  the  five  jireceding  years. 


Table  D. 


Sub- 

Divisions. 

1895. 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

1894. 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

1893. 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

1892. 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

1891. 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

1890. 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

North  AA^ard 

127 

102 

105 

97 

no 

112 

South  AA^ard 

137 

96 

121 

120 

110 

154 

East  AA^ard 

136 

126 

162 

128 

119 

129 

AA^est  AVaid 

159 

134 

134 

110 

102 

156 

AVorkhouse 

41 

46 

39 

46 

52 

48 

Totals 

600 

504 

561 

501 

493 

599 

In  the  AA^orkhouse  alone,  were  there  fewer  Deaths  in  1895  than 
in  1894,  and  than  the  average  of  the  five  years,  1890-1894.  The 
largest  increase  over  the  mortality  of  1891  occurred  in  the  South  AVard, 
in  which  AA^ard  there  was  an  exceptionally  low  Death-rate  in  1894. 


A\^est  AVard  yielded  in  1895  a larger  excess  of  Deaths  over  the 
average  than  any  of  the  AA^ards.  The  population  in  this  AVard,  owing 
to  the  number  of  houses  newly  erected,  has  been  much  increased 
during  the  year,  and  to  this  increase  in  population  we  may  fairly 
attribute  a portion  of  the  augmented  Death-rate. 


North  aud  East  Wards  also  show  a greater  number  of  Deaths  in 
1895  than  in  1894,  the  former  (North  AVard)  yielding  a Death-rate 
much  above  the  average  of  the  last  live  years. 

In  Table  E I give  the  Deaths  registered  at  various  ages  in  each 
AVard  in  1895,  and  the  total  number  of  Deaths  in  Chorley  at  such  ages 
pi  1895  and  the  five  preceding  years. 


Table  E. 


Sub  Divisions. 

Under 

1 

A ear. 

1 

and 

under 

5. 

5 

and 

under 

i}  ^ 

25 

and 

upwards. 

Totals. 

North  Ward 

o o 

OO 

21 

13 

60 

127 

South  Ward 

49 

18 

10 

60 

137 

East  Ward 

39 

34 

7 

56 

136 

West  Ward 

53 

26 

16 

64 

159 

AVorkho'use 

' 

41  , 

41 

Totals  ill  1895 

174 

99 

46 

281 

600 

Totals  in  1894 

119 

86 

48 

251 

504 

Totals  in  1893 

182 

66 

48 

265 

561 

Totals  in  1892 

144 

53 

35 

269 

501 

. Totals  in  1891 

134 

57 

37 

265 

493 

..  Totals  in  1890 

150 

114 

48 

287 

599 

In  ]ny  report  for  1894  I was  pleased  to  note  a diminution 
in  the  Infantile  Alortality;  but  I regret  to  say  that  decrease  has  not 
lieen  maintained.  In  1894  only  twenty-three  (23)  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number  of  Deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  forty 
(^40)  per  cent,  in  children  under  five  ; whereas  in  1895  twenty-nine  (29) 
per  cent,  of  the  Deaths  occurred  in  infants  and  forty-five  (45)  per 
cent,  in  children  under  five. 

The  Deaths  in  adults  and  old  people  were  also  more  numerous 
in  1895  than  in  1894;  but  there  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of 
Deaths  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  five  (5)  and  twenty-five  (25) 
years. 

The  Infantile  Alortality  in  1895,  as  calculated  from  the  per- 
centage ^^of^Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  registered  Births,  was 
rather  twenty  (20)  per  cent,  in  Chorley.  Throughout  England 
and  AVales  it  was  lOT  per  cent.;  that  is  to  say,  thirty -five  (35)  more 
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infants  liave  died  in  Chorley  than  would  have  done  if  the  Infantile 
Mortality  in  the  Borough  had  only  been  up  to  the  average  of  that 
throughout  England  and  Wales.  In  1894  the  Infantile  Mortality  in 
Chorley  was  very  little  in  excess  of  that  throughout  the  country  at 
large — only  three  (3)  infants  above  the  average  dying  under  one  year 
of  age. 

I noAv  arrange  the  Deaths  in  1895  under  the  diseases  to  which 
tliey  were  attributable — specifying  the  Wards  in  each  case,  and  com- 
pare the  total  number  of  Deaths  due  to  each  disease,  or  group  of  diseases 
with  similar  totals  in  the  four  preceding  years,  and  with  the  average  of 
the  previous  decade  1881-1890. 

Table  F. 
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The  increased  mortality  of  1895,  you  will  notice,  has  been  due 
mainly  to  Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid  Fever,  Lung  Diseases,  including 
Phthisis,  and  Diseases  not  otherwise  specified. 

(Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Croup,  and  Measles  produced  fewer 
deaths  in  1895  than  in  1894.  The  Death-rate  from  the  seven  principal 
Zoonotic  Diseases  in  1895  was  3*13  per  thousand.  In  1894  it  was  only 
1*42,  but  in  1893  it  was  3*27  per  thousand.  The  increased  Zymotic 
Death-rate  in  1895  w^as  chiefly  due  to  the  great  mortality  from  Whoop- 
ing Cough,  to  wFich  nearly  half  of  the  Deaths  in  this  class  w'ere 
attributable.  Typhoid  Fever  also  caused  about  twice  as  many  Deaths 
as  the  average  mortality  from  that  disease.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate 
throughout  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  2*14  per  thousand,  so  that 
our  rate  w^as  nearly  half  as  much  again  as  the  rate  obtaining  through- 
out the  country. 

Two-hundred-and-thirty-six  (236)  cases,  of  Infectious  Diseases 
have  been  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  and  in  the  next  Table  (Table 
O)  I give  under  each  Ward  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
reported  therein,  and  compare  them  with  similar  statistics  in  the  three 
preceding  years. 
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111  1894  t\vo-liumlred,-and-forty-five  (24'))  cases  were  reported, 
aud  in  1893  two-liundred-and-twenty  (220),  In  1895  two-liundred- 
and-tliirty-six  (236)  cases  were  iiotiiied.  Scarlet  Fever  has  yielded 
one-himdred-and-fii'tv-four  (154\  or  nearly  two-thirds  of  these.  It  has 
been  reported  in  every  month  of  the  year,  but  the  disease  has  been  of 
a very  mild  type,  and  only  six  (6)  Deaths  have  resulted — rather  less 
than  four  per  cent.  Disinfectants  were  supplied,  the  infected  houses 
were  fumigated,  and  the  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  treated  at  the  Disin- 
fecting A£)paratus.  Thirty-five  (35)  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  five 
(5)  of  Continued  FcA'er  were  reported  to  me,  and,  as  in  1894,  the  great- 
est number  were  notified  from  the  North  Ward.  Fifteen  (15)  Deaths 
resulted  from  Typhoid  Fever,  nearly  43  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number 
of  cases.  This  is  a very  unusual  mortality  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and 
shows  that  the  fever  was  of  a very  severe  t^'pe.  Typhoid  Fever  was 
also  reported  in  every  month  of  1895,  but  the  largest  number  of  cases 
occurred  in  December,  when  ten  (10)  instances  were  notified  to  me.  I 
am  sorry  your  Officers  have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  common  source 
of  infection,  as  contaminated  water,  milk  supply,  etc.  Four  (4)  cases 
of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  with  two  (2)  Deaths;  and  thirty-five  (35)  of 
Erysij^elas,  with  one  (1)  Death. 

The  erection  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  not  yet  been  accomj)lished. 
The  Joint  Hospital  Board,  which  was  formed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  has  held  monthly  meetings,  and  a deputation  therefrom  has 
visited  and  carefully  inspected  several  Infectious  Hospitals  in  the 
County.  A suitable  site  has  been  obtained  in  Heath  Charnock,  and 
plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  by  Councillor  Jolly,  who  was 
appointed  Surveyor  to  the  Board  at  the  same  time  that  I was  elected 
Medical  Officer.  Though  I do  not  see  much  probability  of  the  Hospital 
being  completed  before  the  end  of  the  current  year,  I hope  to  be  able 
to  state  in  my  next  Annual  Deport  that  the  work  is  well  in  progress. 

AVhen  you  consider  that  in  the  Borough  of  Chorley  in  1895 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  (154)  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred,  and 
in  most  instances  in  houses  where  isolation  of  the  most  primitive  kind 
was  i^ractically  impossible,  you  wdll  readily  understand  what  a great 
benefit  will  be  conferred  upon  the  community  by  the  erection  of  a 
Hospital  to  which  such  cases  may  be  taken.  In  visiting  the  Isolation 
Hospitals  in  the  neighbouring  towns  I was  struck  with  the  consensus  of 
opinion  as  to  the  appreciation  of  the  Hospitals  by  parents  and  friends 
of  the  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases;  and  though  at  the 
first,  in  most  instances,  the  removal  of  the  cases  was  objected  to,  very 
soon  after  the  establishment  of  these  Hospitals  this  difficulty  was  no 
longer  experienced. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  formulating  a 
scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a Joint  Committee  from  the  several 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  Chorley,  Wigan,  and  Ormskirk  Unions, 
which  have  no  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  reception  of  Small-pox 
cases,  to  secure  the  erection  of  a Hospital  for  the  same.  This  subject 
was  brought  under  your  notice  at  the  July  meeting  of  your  Council, 
and  you  decided  to  join  in  the  scheme. 
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I am  glad  to  have  to  report  the  completion^  excepting  the  con- 
struction of  the  storm  water  channels,  of  the  Sewage  Purification  Works 
at  Common  Bank  Farm.  The  works  were  opened  by  Mr.  Alderman 
Hibbert,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in  October  last,  and  are  now  in 
active  operation.  I consider  we  have  in  them  as  complete  and  perfect 
a system  as  any  in  the  country,  and  that  we  are  now  able  to  turn  out  an 
efiluent  as  free  from  iiollution  as  possible.  The  sewage  from  Lower 
Kingsley^s  Farm  will  shortly  be  conveyed  in  iron  pipes  to  the  Sewage 
Works  at  Common  Bank. 

The  Heapey  Precipitating  Tanks  are  not  yet  completed,  but  the 
work  is  in  progress,  and  when  finished  will  abate  a nuisance  which  has 
been  complained  of  for  many  years.  Cowling  is  still  without  any 
proper  system  of  sewage. 

Sewering  of  new  and  old  streets  lias  been  actively  proceeded 
with.  Twenty-four  (24)  and  eighteen  (18)  inch  pipe  Sewers  have  been 
laid  from  Moor  Poad  to  Weldbank,  and  twelve  (12)  inch  Sewers  in 
Hampson  Street,  Cobden  Street,  George  Street,  Saville  Street,  Weld- 
bank  Street.  Carr  Lane,  and  Heapey  Poad.  Nine  (9)  inch  Sewers  in 
Avenham  Poad,  St.  Peter’s  Street,  Hampson  Street,  Grime  Street, 
Fellery  Street,  and  Back  Dole  Lane. 

Some  twenty  (20)  Pail  Closets  have  been  converted  into  Water 
Closets,  and  all  newly-erected  houses  are  compelled  to  be  provided  with 
Water  Closets.  I recommend  that  the  conversion  of  Pails  into  Water 
Closets  be  proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  owing  to  the  want 
of  demand  of  the  pail  contents  the  highly  objectionable  practice  of 
emptying  them  into  the  sewers  has  been  had  recourse  to,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  evil  the  cost  of  the  collection  of  the  pails  is  very  heavy. 

The  Disinfecting  Apparatus  continues  to  do  good  work.  One 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy- two  (1,472)  articles  of  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.,  have  been  disinfected  during  the  year;  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  houses  have  been  fumigated  and  disinfected  by  the 
Inspector  after  the  occurrence  of  Zymotic  diseases  in  these  houses. 

I venture  to  again  urge  upon  you  the  need  of  a Destructor  to 
consume  the  refuse  and  garbage  which  every  year,  owing  to  the  in- 
crease in  the  size  of  the  town,  is  greater  in  quantity  and  more  difficult 
of  disposal.  It  is  several  years  since  the  propriety  of  such  a complete 
method  of  destroying  refuse  commended  itself  to  your  judgment,  but 
the  more  pressing  need  of  the  Sewerage  Purification  Works,  etc.,  has 
caused  the  matter  to  be  ^^ostponed. 

Twenty-five  (25)  samples  of  food  and  drugs  have  been  sent  to 
the  County  Analyst  by  the  Pohce.  As  a result  of  these  analyses  five 
(5)  persons  have  been  prosecuted  and  a fine  inflicted  in  each  instance. 
The  materials  found  to  be  adulterated  were  whisky  and  ginger. 
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' 1 liave  visited  the  Slaughter  Houses  from  time  to  time,  aud  have 

eoudemned  carcases  of  sixteen  (16)  animals  as  unfit  for  human  food — 
viz.  seven  (7)  cows,  one  (1)  calf,  and  eight  (8)  pigs;  the  weight  of 
the  meat  destroyed  being  4,926  lbs. 

Thirty-four  (34)  legal  proceedings  have  ])een  taken  at  your 
direction,  viz.  thirty-two  (32)  for  chimney  firing  and  two  (2)  for  breach 
of  Lodging  House  Acts. 

Your  Nuisance  Ins])ector  and  liis  Assistant  have  performed  their 
usual  duties  with  great  zeal  and  efficiency.  I consider,  however,  that 
there  is  need  of  further  help  in  this  department,  more  especially  as  tlie 
duties  of  the  Inspector  will  be  increased  by  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

1 give  in  tlie  last  Table  (Table  H)  a list  of  the  Nuisances  abated 
and  Sanitary  defects  remedied  by  your  orders,  or  at  the  instigation  of 
your  Inspector. 

Tabic  H. 


Nuisances  Abated  an<l  Sanitary  Defects  Eemedied. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

• 

Defective  Drainage  of  Houses  remedied 

Slopstones  disconnected  from  Sewers 

i o 

6 

o 

144 

40 

8 

, 7 

20 

43 

Cesspools  altered  to  AYater  or  Earth  Closets 

Filthy  Houses  and  houses  infected  with  Fever  fumigated  and 
whitewashed 

Filtliv  Yards,  Passages,  and  Closets  cleaned 

Defective  Closets  and  Urinals  altered 

Stables,  Shippons,  etc.,  defective  as  regards  ventilation, 
drainage,  etc.,  remedied 

Ifigs  and  Poultry  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance,  removed 

(fther  Nuisances  dealt  with 

Total 

346 

J have  the  honour  to  be, 

(jcntlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  HAEEIS,  M.D.  (Loud.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


A.  rtiLL,  rniNTtB,  chchlK'' 


